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Message from 

Executive Director, 

Gizane Indart, 

and Board Chair, 

Matt Hogan 

Dear Friends, 

2012 was an incredible year of growth for DCAC thanks to strong support from the 

Denver community, our funders and from people like you. Because of your combined 

commitment to improving the lives of children impacted by abuse, neglect and 

trauma, we have been able to  make lasting, positive changes in their lives through 

the services we provide and increase our capacity to respond to their needs. 

 The additional support of therapist interns from the undergraduate to the doctoral 

level allowed us to accommodate more children and families under our Child and 

Adolescent Assessment and Treatment Program. 

 Denver Safe From the Start, our school based prevention program for children, par-

ents and teachers, was approved by Denver Public Schools for use throughout the 

district, giving us the opportunity to be more effective in targeting our curriculum 

within Denver’s high risk communities. 

 Our Training and Community Education Program headed by Dr. Jerry Yager was 

able to work with over 2,500 professionals, peers and parents on topics ranging from 

Childhood Sexuality to Trauma Informed Care through new contracts with Mile High 

United Way and the Victim Services Network of the Denver District Attorney’s Office. 

 We began working with the US Department of Homeland Security to halt a major 

child pornography ring that came to light in Colorado but affects children across 

the county. 

While we are grateful for this period of growth, we are well aware that there are still so 

many children we need to help, so many children who can start their journey to heal-

ing. Until we can ensure the safety and well being of all children in our community, our 

work is not complete and we will be here for them. 

Thank you for staying the course with us. 

 

 

 

Gizane Indart    Matt Hogan 

Executive Director   Board Chair 



What Does Denver Children’s 

Advocacy Center Do? 

Denver Children’s Advocacy Center (DCAC) works to improve the lives of children 

traumatized by sexual abuse and violence—as well as those who are at high risk—

with prevention, education and direct services. 

Our mission is to prevent abuse, strengthen families and restore childhood. 

DCAC staff are among the first responders to reports of child abuse in the Denver 

metro area and are on call 24 hours a day/7 days a week to provide crisis man-

agement for child victims of crime and their families, and to support our colleagues 

in the Denver Police Department, Denver District Attorney’s Office, the Denver De-

partment of Human Services and Denver Health. 

Our goals are to: 

 Meet a child’s complete health, mental health and welfare needs; 

 Prevent abuse and violence through education and outreach; 

 Break the cycle of abuse and violence by engaging the family as a whole; and 

 Ensure that every child who has been traumatized by neglect, abuse and vio-

lence in Denver and its surrounding counties, receives immediate, compassion-

ate and effective intervention. 

DCAC meets the needs of all traumatized children ages 1-17, as well as those at 

high risk for abuse, but we specialize in serving very young children and those from 

Latino and Spanish-speaking families. 

More than half of the child victims of abuse treated at DCAC last year were from 

Latino families and more than one third of the victims served were ages 1-6. Our 

prevention program overwhelmingly serves low-income families, approximately 

half of whom receive bilingual services. 

 



Our Programs 

Prevention is at the heart of our programming. Denver Safe from the Start, our pre-

vention program for pre-schools and elementary schools has research-based results 

to show that we are helping high risk families to protect their children from sexual 

abuse and violence. 

Forensic Interviews are of vital importance in the investigation and prosecution of 

sexual assault and other crimes against children. Police, prosecutors, social workers 

and health care professionals all come to DCAC so that child victims can be inter-

viewed by our highly qualified forensic interviewers in a child-friendly environment 

that helps to mitigate their trauma. 

The Child and Adolescent Assessment and Treatment Program serves children 1-17 

who have been sexually abused or traumatized by witnessing homicide or extreme 

violence. We provide mental health treatment for the child and intensive support 

for family members so that they can help the victim heal. 

Training and Community Education for professionals and community members—

mental health specialists, day care providers, educators, law enforcement, social 

service professionals, and parents—is creating a network of caring adults who un-

derstand child trauma and how to work with vulnerable children. 

 

“We are guilty of many 

errors and many faults, 

But our worst crime is 

to abandon the children, 

Neglecting the fountain of life. 

Many of the things 

we need can wait, 

The child cannot wait. 

 

“Now is the time 

his bones are being formed, 

His blood is being made, 

And his senses 

are being developed. 

To him we cannot answer 

‘Tomorrow,’ 

His name is ‘Today.’” 

 

Gabriela Mistral, Chile 

Nobel Prize 1945 

 



Why We Do It 

Children from homes where there is violence, abuse or neglect suffer from trauma. If 

trauma is ignored, it impacts children’s physical and mental health—their brain de-

velopment, sexual development, language development and memory develop-

ment—making it impossible for them to learn in school or to grow up normally. 

The majority of child sexual abuse is perpetrated by trusted adults—boyfriends, step-

fathers, neighbors and friends—often the people whom anxious, overworked single 

mothers ask to “watch” the kids while they are at work. 

Even those children fortunate enough to live in stable homes can be exposed to 

dangerously high rates of violence. Kids whose bedtime rituals are punctuated 

nightly by the sounds of gang violence suffer the effects. 

Rates of child abuse and neglect in Colorado are finally declining in line with na-

tional trends. After steadily increasing—7.8 per thousand in 2007, 8.4 per thousand in 

2008, and 9.2 per thousand in 2009—in 2010 the rate was 8 per thousand. This gives 

us hope that our expanding focus on child abuse prevention is working. 

However, until prevention can keep every child safe, and the adverse childhood 

experiences of abuse, neglect and trauma can be eliminated, DCAC will continue 

to meet the needs of vulnerable children and their families through our continuum 

of care. 

1 out of 4 girls and 1 out of 6 boys 

will be sexually abused before their 18th birthday 

 

11,055 Colorado children 

were confirmed victims of abuse and neglect in 2011 



DCAC By the Numbers 

“If we don’t stand up for children, then we don’t stand for much.” 

- Marian Wright Edelman 



DCAC By The Numbers 

In 2012 we served 3,393 people 

—2,434 children and 959 of their parents and caregivers— 

an increase of more than 700 over 2011. 

Forensic Interviews

479 Children



Financial Activity 

Total Revenue: $1,959,384 

Total Expenses: $1,564,690 



Leadership 

2012 Board of Directors 
 

Matthew Hogan, Esq., Partner, Sherman & Howard—Chair 

Benjamin S. Walton, Architect and Philanthropist—Vice Chair 

Jennifer Eiteljorg, Esq., Partner, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck—Treasurer 

Kim Roberts, Community Activist and Philanthropist—Secretary 
 

Debbie Besaw, Program and Field Marketing, EMC Corporation 

Brandon Bontrager, Supply Chain Manager, Rockies Region, Anadarko 

Amy Brimah, Esq., Of Counsel, Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck 

Amber Elias, Deputy General Counsel, Denver Public Schools 

Caleb Hester, Analyst, UMB Bank 

John Kechriotis, General Counsel, Denver Public Schools 

Karen Loeb, Professor, Daniels School of Business, University of Denver 

William Nagle, Deputy Chief of Administration, Denver Police Department 

Jay Ottoson, President and Chief Operating Officer, SM Energy 

Rebecca L. Theis, AVP & Trust Officer, Steele Street Bank & Trust 

Floyd Trujillo, President and Chief Executive Officer, Conquest Energy 

Casey Tynan, Associate Producer, VanGilder Insurance Company 

2012 Staff & Consultants 
 

Gizane Indart, PsyD., Executive Director 
 

Jesse Andrews, MA, LPC, Director of Assessment and Treatment Program 

Lucy Ana Aviles, Pro Bono  Bilingual Child and Family Therapist 

Jodi L. Byrnes, Forensic Interview Program Director 

Kristen Chamberlain, LCSW, Child and Family Therapist 

Angela Davidson, MA, LPC, Director of Prevention 

Catherine Ann Hay, MA, MFT, Child and Family Therapist 

Raquel Hernandez, Bilingual Victim Advocate, Treatment Program 

Agustin Leone, Bilingual Prevention Specialist 

Andrew Mackintosh, Director of Finance and Operations 

Jessica Siekmeier, Bilingual Prevention Specialist 

Dulce Solis, Bilingual Forensic Interviewer and Victim Advocate 

Lauri VanderMeulen, Forensic Interviewer 

Juliana Vergaray, MSW, LCSW, Bilingual Child and Family Therapistt 

Candace Wengert, Volunteer Coordinator 

Jerry Yager, PsyD., Director of Training and Community Education 
 

Beth Croucher, Strategic Consultant 

Anne DePrince, MD, Research and Program Evaluation 

Barbara Jaynes, Community Relations Consultant 

Nick Joseph, IT Consultant 

Bruce D. Perry, MD, PhD, Clinical Consultant 

Mandy M. Rigg, Grant Writing and Fundraising Consultant 

Paul L. Smith, CPA, Financial Consultant 

Kathryn Wells, MD, Medical Consultant 



 

Super Heroes League 

$50,000 and Above 

 
Colorado Division of Criminal 
Justice, Victims of Crime Act 

Denver County Victim Assistance and 
Law Enforcement Board 

Mile High United Way 

Sprout Foundation 

Walton Family Foundation 
 

Patricia Crown 

Richard and Meg Weekley 
 
 

Sandcastle Society 

$10,000 to $49,000 

 
Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation 

Colorado Children’s Alliance 

Denver Active 20/30 Children’s 
Foundation/Colorado Rockies 

Charity Fund, a fund of the 
McCormick Foundation 

The Denver Foundation 

Hedge Funds Care, Inc. 

Intrepid Potash, Inc. 

Kiewit Infrastructure Group 

Colorado Department of Health Care 
Policy and Financing, Maximizing 

Outreach, Retention and Enrollment 

Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment, Sexual Assault 

Prevention Fund 

Department of Justice, 
Office of Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention 

PCL Construction Enterprises, Inc. 

The Piton Foundation 

The Louis and Harold 
Price Foundation 

Ready Foods 

SM Energy Company 

Victim Services Network 
 

Mark and Michele Hellerstein 

Javan and Julie Ottoson 

Kim and Rob Roberts 
 
 

Red Wagon Circle 

$5,000 to $9,999 

 
Adams County Department of Health 

and Human Services 

Anschutz Family Foundation 

El Pomar Foundation 

Hein & Associates 

Virginia Hill Foundation 

KB Home 

King Soopers Neighbor Fund 

Moneytree, Inc. 

 
Natalie Nichol 

Brad and Mary Ann Orr 

Randy and Milam Pharo 

Annie Proietti 

Martin Rausch 

Patty Rawlings 

Rich Rainaldi and Martha Records 

Mandy M. Rigg Consulting, Inc. 

Randy and Teresa Sanman 

Arthur Seiden 

Mark and Tracy Solomon 

Judith Tennant 

Casey and Carrie Tynan 

Colin and Firth Waldon 

David Whitcomb 

Eric Zinn and Ray Hill 
 
 

Dollhouse Donors 

$100 to $999 

 
17th Judicial District Diversion Program 

Alternatives to Violence, Inc. 

Arapahoe County Department 
of Human Services 

Atlas Case, Inc. 

Bellco Credit Union 

Chili’s Applewood 

City and County of Broomfield 

Colorado Coalition for the Homeless 

Colorado Department of 
Human Services 

Denver Health 

Denver Public Schools 

Equity Office, Inc. 

Food City USA, Inc. 

God’s Pantry Ministry 

Great West Life Giving Campaign 

JBS International, Inc. 

Jefferson County Human Services 

JP Morgan Chase 

Kempe Children’s Foundation 

Larimer County 

Lone Star Steakhouse 

Lutheran Family Services 

Mac 5 Mortgage 

Metro Denver Partners 

Morgan County School District 

National Crime Victim Law Institute 

North Metro Child Advocacy Center 

Northwest Rocky Mountain CASA 

Open Technology Solutions 

PEMA Foundation 

Siebert Bradford Shank & Co. 

Structure Company Group 

 
TJX Foundation 

Venoco, Inc. 
 

David and Debbie Younggren 
 
 

Rocking Horse Ring 

$1,000 to $4,999 

 
Anadarko Petroleum Corporation 

The Edna Peiker Beach Fund 

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck 

Lannie’s Clocktower Cabaret 

Colorado Alliance for Drug 
Endangered Children 

Colorado Business Bank 

CoBiz Financial 

Colorado Division of Youth Corrections 

ENT Federal Credit Union 

Excelsior Youth Centers 

EZ Corp Foundation 

Filsinger Energy Partners 

Friedman-Klarreich Family Foundation 

Gannett Foundation/9News 

Imperial Court of the 
Rocky Mountain Empire 

Jewish Family Service of Colorado 

Leonardo Group 

Lone Tree Athletic Club 

Maptek, Inc. 

MDU Resources Foundation 

Rotary Club of Denver 
Southeast Foundation 

Safeway Foundation 

Schlessman Family Foundation 

Sterling & Baxter, LLP 

The Gathering Place 

UMB Bank 

Van Gilder Insurance Corporation 
 

Adrianna Abarca 

Michael Abbass 

Peter and Joann Baupre 

Anthony and Gloria Best 

Craig and Colleen Briggs 

Robert and Kathleen Clark 

Thomas Congdon 

Sue Ann DeGarbo 

Roberta Distefano 

Eric and Jennifer Eiteljorg 

Van Groves 

Barry and Vicki Henderson 

Matt and Mary Kay Hogan 

David and Susan Honeyfield 

Gerard Leone and Gizane Indart 

Paul Jacobson and Susan Tucker 

Madeleine Kane and Jim Dumas 

Donor Support 



 
Unified Solutions Tribal 

Community Development Group 

Western Regional Child 
Advocacy Center 

 
Paula Acker 

Megan Ackley 

Janet Aleksiewicz 

Sherl Allen 

Brad and Anne Anderson 

Ash Anderson 

Nicole Anderson 

Jesse and Sandy Andrews 

Michael Atkins 

Evelyn Baker 

Amy Baldwin 

Lindsay Bannon 

Marjorie Baumert 

Deborah Bennett 

Greg and Debbie Besaw 

Nancy Bishopp 

Brandon Bontrager 

Paul and Lisle Bradley 

Ledge Brady 

Amy Brimah 

Constance Buckley 

Brad Busse 

Clinton Camp 

Edward and Allison Casias 

Jerry Cooper 

Meredith Coors 

Jamie Crisp 

Beth Croucher 

Veronica Cruz 

Dennis and Luann Dahl 

Eric and Angela Davidson 

Larry and Maureen Davidson 

Mark DeSarro 

Joanne Ditmer 

Scott and Lisa Drobny 

Kelly Dunkin 

Danielle Dyvig 

Amber Elias and James Cornwell 

Yasko Endo 

Debbie Fagan 

John and Mona Ferrugia 

Dave Ficeli 

John and Mary Ford 

John Gager 

Maria Garcia 

Lannie Garrett 

Colleen Girard 

Dawn Goers 

Ryan Good 

Nic Goulet 

 
Glenda Pederson 

Tammy Pederson 

Wayne and Jo Ann Peterson 

Gordon and Maureen Phair 

Ken and Tracy Pharis 

Debra Pitts 

Doug Pluss 

Barbara Quist 

Kelly Raeburn 

Steven J. Rael 

Blair Richardson 

Sylvia Rivera 

Angelica Rodriguez 

Judith Rojas 

Pam Rotberg 

Colette Rumfield 

Adam Sanchez 

Ted Sanders 

Daniel Schaeffer 

Bob and Jo Schantz 

Patricia Schimpeler 

Danielle Schroeder 

Umar Shabazz 

Glenn Sharpe 

Mark Sherock 

Matthew Small 

Shiloh Small 

Paul L. Smith 

Megan Snow 

Michelle Spradling 

Jennifer Squire 

Jamie Stack 

Tim Stephens 

Dr. Thomas Surek 

Susan Sweeney 

Diane Taussig 

Genina Taylor 

Rebecca Theis 

Curtis Thompson 

Mak Tibbetts 

Nicole Tillotson 

Floyd and Christa Trujillo 

Dave and Lauri VanderMeulen 

Jacqueline Walsh 

Candace Wengert 

Dee Wisor 

Ted Wood Prince and Dara Shalette 

Elizabeth Woods 

Jerry Yager and Lauren Heim-Yager 

Brooke Yates 

Natalie Zuck 

Rudolph Zupetz 

Jane Zybsinsky and Mark Toth 

 
Robert Graham 

Michelle Hall 

Wendy Handler 

Angela Harp 

Lynn Hellerstein 

Amy Hendrickson 

Darice Henritze 

Mariza Herrera 

Caleb Hester 

Tristanne Hillestad 

John and Susan Hobbins 

Lisa Hogan 

Brandi Houle 

David Ickovic 

Walter Imhoff 

Jeff and Corey Jacobson 

Margaret Johanson 

Kris and Arthur Jones 

Marcy Kaufman 

John Kechriotis 

Mary Sue Kenny 

Thomas Keyse 

Sham Rang Khalsa 

Karen Kindblade 

Steven Korthuis 

Ryan Kuhn 

Dwight and Kimberly Landes 

Chris Lane 

Christopher Lang 

Mary Lemieux 

Diane Lessnau 

Richard Lewis 

Barry Lindstrom 

Alan and Karen Loeb 

Tim and Mavis Mackin 

Andrew Mackintosh and Eric Fife 

Todd and Maura Mackintosh 

Trip and Whitney Mackintosh 

Katherine Mason 

Carla Matheson 

John Maurer 

Lisa Marie Maxson 

Bryan and Richelle McKim 

John Mill 

Ilene Moore 

Mitch and Margaret Morrissey 

Sunil Murray 

William and Florence Nagle 

Hoi Ngo 

Mark Osborn 

Sharon Osborne 

Donna Parker 

Matt Parra 

Kendra Paschall 

Donor Support 
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